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Duquesne Fall Invitational
Duquesne University
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
October 2—3, 2026


Friends of Duquesne University Speech and Debate Team,

I am thrilled to welcome you to Duquesne beautiful Pittsburgh campus for our Fall Invitational. The tournament will be held on October 2-3, 2026. This intercollegiate competition brings together talented students from across the region to challenge and inspire one another through speech and debate. We are proud to host an event that celebrates excellence in communication, critical thinking, and camaraderie among teams. Whether you are a seasoned competitor or attending your first tournament, we encourage you to make the most of this experience—learn from each other, engage in spirited debate, and enjoy the vibrant academic atmosphere of Pittsburgh!

The tournament is held in conjunction with the Collegiate Forensic Association, and will count toward end of the year awards. We will offer 11 I.E. events, parliamentary debate, and LD debate. If registration allows, IEs will have two preliminary rounds and a final round, LD debate will have 3 preliminary rounds and a final, and parli will have 4 preliminary rounds and a final round. Please be mindful that this tournament brings students from various regions and circuits. The norms and conventions are just that and should not be confused as rules. All competitors, coaches and judges should approach these differences with a hermeneutic of generosity. 

In celebration of the end of summer and the return of autumn, we will be having a pumpkin carving/painting competition. I am unabashedly stealing this idea from Jon Logging’s Vocal Viking Tournament. Teams will be given a pumpkin on Friday, and will submit their pumpkin on Saturday morning. Voting will take place on Saturday, and the team with the most votes will win a prize. 

While planning your trips, be mindful that our campus is downtown Pittsburgh. There is always traffic and construction, which will likely add time to your travel. Information about parking will be provided as we get closer to the tournament. Duquesne just finished modernizing the parking on campus, and have changed how we deal with visitors to campus. In order to accommodate you all, please let me know how many vehicles you will be bringing.

If you have any questions, please email me at wachsa@duq.edu or call 724-584-7880.

Sincerely,

Dr. Anthony M. Wachs, Director of Forensics, Duquesne University

Tentative Tournament Schedule
Entry Deadline – Friday, September 25, 2026 @ 5 pm – 

Friday, October 2, 2026
	
	12 Noon			Registration in Fisher Hall, Room #617
	1:00 p.m.			L-D Debate I
	2:00 p.m.			Parli Debate I
	3:15 p.m.			Parli Debate II
	4:30 p.m.			Extemp Draw
	4:45 p.m.			Round IA – Extemp, Prose, ADS, Declamation
	6:00 p.m.			Round IB – Impromptu, Duo, Informative, CA
	7:15 p.m.			Round IC – Persuasion, SDI, Poetry, L-D Debate II
				
Saturday, October 3, 2026

	8:00 a.m.			Round IIB – Impromptu, Duo, Informative, CA
	9:00 a.m.			Extemp Draw
	9:15 a.m.			Round IIA – Extemp, Prose, ADS, Declamation
	10:15 a.m.			Parli Debate III
	11:15 a.m.			Round IIC – Persuasion, SDI, Poetry, L-D Debate III
	12:15 p.m.			Lunch
	1:00 p.m.			Parli Debate IV
	2:00 p.m.			Group I Finals
	3:30 p.m.			Group II Finals
	4:45 p.m.			Parli Debate Finals 
	6:00 p.m.			Awards
PLEASE NOTE:		Schedule is subject to change.

Registration, Fees, and Dates
· Each school is limited to a maximum of 6 contestants per event
· Students may enter up to two events per backet. LD counting as a C bracket entry, so only 1 other IE may be entered in that bracket.
· Each school is limited to a maximum of 6 Parli teams.
· Each school is limited to a maximum of 6 L-D entries.
· This tournament is held in conjunction with the Collegiate Forensics Association. Dues will be collected for CFA teams, but teams are not required to be members to participate. The tournament will generally conform to the norms and conventions of the CFA, which differ from other national models of competitive speech and debate including but not limited to NFA, AFA, NPDA, APDA. Please see the CFA website for guidance on these conventions and/or contact Anthony Wachs with questions or concerns: Collegiate Forensic Association.
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Tournament Fees
· School Fee						$40.00
· CFA School Membership Fee	 			$100.00
· IE Entry Fee 						$ 8.00/slot
· Parli Entry Fee 					$20.00/slot
· Hired IE Judging Fee (1 judge covers 7 slots)	$15.00/slot
· Hired Debate Judge (1 judge covers 2 debate slots)	$30.00/slot
· Dropped IE Judge					$50.00/slot
· Dropped Debate Judge 				$100.00/slot
· Nuisance Fee for Changes				$10.00/change

Please make checks payable to “Duquesne Speech and Debate Team” or pay by card here: https://commerce.cashnet.com/COMMR?itemcode=COMMR-DON. One judge covers 7 forensics slots plus two debate “units.”

Entry Deadline
At least 7 days is needed to set up the tournament’s numerous events and to double-check all schedules carefully, so the entry deadline is Friday, September 25th at 5 p.m.  Registration will be done through Speechwire.

Please report any changes to Anthony Wachs after the registration deadline.  On Friday, October 2nd, please call in or text changes to (724)584-7880.  Leave a detailed voicemail or text message. Nuisance charges will apply if schematics have been prepared and if changes cannot be easily accommodated.
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General Rules
· In line with CFA norms, competitors may be in graduate school, but cannot have participated in more than 8 semesters of competition.
· In line with CFA norms, material that has been minimally used in the Spring semester may be used.
· All literature for interpretation must be presented from manuscripts.  Time limits include an introduction and/or transitional remarks delivered from memory, which include the author(s), title(s), and any exposition and cultural significance necessary to set the scene.
· Visual aids are permitted in all events.
· Minimal notes are permitted for memorized presentation of public address events.
· LD will utilize the NFA Lincoln Douglas debate topic. Resolved: The United States Federal Government should substantially increase its public ownership of one or more of the following industries: electric utilities, health insurance, arms manufacturing, pharmaceuticals. However, we follow the norms and conventions of the CFA, which favor traditional stock issues cases.

Scoring and Awards
· Awards will be given to the top six students in each IE event based on the results of the final round, unless registration numbers does not allow for a final round.
· Sweepstakes will be awarded to the top 3 schools. 
· Pentathalon Awards will be given to the top six individual students.
· Students must enter at least 5 events with representation in each of the three genres (oral interpretation, limited preparation, and public address). 
· LD can count as either limited prep or public address.
· Parli counts as limited prep.
· Debate finalists will receive awards. The top six debaters will receive speaking awards.
· Pentathalon and Sweepstakes Points are as follows:
· IE Preliminary Rounds: 1st Place 3 points, 2nd Place 2 points, 3rd Place 1 point
· IE Final Rounds: 1st 6 points, 2nd 5 points, 3rd 4 points, 4th 3points, 5th 2 points, 6th 1 point
· In preliminary rounds, though, to “level the playing field,” points are awarded only to each team’s top three competitors in each event.
· Should a small entry in an event result in three rounds for all participants rather than two rounds with finals, the number of total preliminary round points is capped at six.
· In Parli, each win receives 1.5 points (with a cap at six points). 
· In Parli, the top two teams will earn six points, the next two will earn four points and the next two will earn two points. 
· In L-D Debate each win receives 2 points (with a cap at six points). The top six debaters will each earn points consistent with their final placement.

The Tournament Director reserves the right to make changes to the tournament schedule, scoring and award procedures if the number of schools and student does not reach competitive entry.



Lodging
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There are three suggested hotels that are convenient to Duquesne University:

Cambria Hotel Pittsburgh – Downtown
1320 Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA. 15219
https://www.choicehotels.com/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/cambria-hotels/pa637
(412) 381-6687

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Pittsburgh-South Side
20 South Tenth Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/pittsburgh/pitxs/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-US-_-PITXS
(412) 488-1130
fd@southsidehie.com

· 10-15 minute walk to Duquesne University from both the Cambria and HIE Pittsburgh South Side hotels 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Pittsburgh West - Green Tree
875 Greentree Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/pittsburgh/pites/hoteldetail
(412) 922-7070
infohiepghwest@gmail.com

· HIE Pittsburgh West – Green Tree is roughly 10 minutes driving distance to Duquesne University (Not walking distance)

Parking
Parking information will be forthcoming. We just updated parking on campus, and that has changed a great deal.



Thank you for registering for our tournament! Pittsburgh has so many food options, so we’ve listed a few that would be most convenient for an hour lunch break!


Duquesne’s On-Campus Options:
· Starbucks
· Open 7:00AM- 5:00PM
· Located on the 2nd floor of the Duquesne Student Union
· The Incline
· Open 10:30AM-9PM
· “Customize your meal with made-to-order, hand-breaded chicken, hand-cut fries, and more from The 1878 Grill, or enjoy our Hot Buffet and Salad Bar.”
· They have a grill with burgers, grilled, cheese, and chicken and build-your-own sub and salad stations
· Located on first floor of Duquesne’s Student Union
· Moonlit Burgers
· Open 11:00AM-9:00PM
· Smash burgers, chicken, fries, milkshakes
· Located 1015 Forbes Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 1519 
· Fisher Market Express
· Open 24 hours
· Located on the 6th floor of Fisher Hall
· Grab and go food options
· They only take card
· Connections Market
· Open 24 hours
· Located on the 2nd floor of the Student Union
· Grab and go food options
· They only take card












Close Off-Campus Options
· Pizza Milano
· https://pizzamilano.net/
· 1304 5th Ave, Pittsburgh PA, 15219 
· Walk straight down the hill of Duquesne’s campus to PPG Paints Arena and turn right
· You can call 412-281-8181 to order or order on their website
· THEY OFFER COLLEGE SPECIALS
· China Wok
· https://www.pghchinawok.com/
· 1202 5th Ave Pittsburgh PA, 15219
· Walk straight down the hill of Duquesne’s campus to PPG Paints Arena and turn left
· Open 11:00AM-10:00PM
· Has a student discount if you show them your student id!
· Yaba’s Middle Eastern Street Food
· https://yabas412.com/

Farther Off-Campus Options
· Dunkin’ 
· Bruegger’s Bagels 
· Moe’s
· Chipotle
· Jimmy Johns (delivers)
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